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FOREWORD. 



This little brochure is a contribution, however 
humble, to the science of psychology ; not merely a 
notice of curious, still less of idle, fancies. The study 
of man to be successful must commence with his 
earlier, that is to say, simpler, phases. The * solar 
myth,’ vaguely so called, is often ridiculed but never 
by anyone who has carefully examined it ; and the 
history of the Lion and the Unicorn exhibits one 
aspect of the ideas of Time and Kosmic Order as 
shown in the most obvious divisions of period — Day 
and Night. The indirect influence of our present 
civilization and the repetition of phenomena produce 
a sadly deadening effect upon the vast majority of 
minds as regards appreciation of the external world, 
and render it extremely difficult for us to place 
ourselves near the mental standpoint of primitive, 
or even of archaic, man. We do not wonder at the 
sun, or at the genius which has contrived by the use 
of only ten signs to express any number, or indeed at 
anything which, though marvellous in itself, is some- 
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Foreword. 



what familiar to the senses and ordinary apprehension. 
Even scientific research often resolves itself into an 
anatomical dissection, which is equivalent to the 
knowledge of the way about a cathedral, combined 
with an appreciation of the principles of masonry, but 
accompanied by total ignorance of, or utter indif- 
ference to, the real forces which produced the building. 

With respect to the evidence adduced in the 
particular case, its combined weight is specially to be 
considered ; the various points are not finks in a 
chain, the failure in any one of which is fatal, but 
items in a description. 

As, according to Prof. Ludwig Noire, the dis- 
covery of the axe assured the triumph of the kingdom 
of man upon earth, so the idea of Time, solar (day), 
lunar (week-month), and sidereal (year), was a 
mighty mental axe with which Thought hewed its 
way to noble victories. I treat here merely of the 
Day and of that which by division makes it — the 
Night, and of but one mythic phase of these ; yet, be 
it remembered, the idea of Day contained the germ of 
the idea of Eternity, so far as such a concept is pos- 
sible to man ; for Time is Division, a Day the primary 
division, and Eternity merely infinitely reduplicated 
Time. 

Barton-tjpon-Humber : 

Oct. 1 , 1881 . 
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THE UNICOEN: 

A MYTHOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION. 



SECTION I. 

THE HERALDIC UNICORN. 

The science of Heraldry has faithfully preserved to 
modern times various phases of some of those re- 
markable legends, which, based upon a study of 
natural phenomena, exhibit the process whereby the 
greater part of mythology has come into existence. 
There we find the solar Gryphon, 1 the solar Phoenix, 2 
‘ a demi-eagle displayed issuing from flames of fire,’ 8 
the solar Lion, and the lunar Unicorn, which two 
latter noble creatures now harmoniously support the 
Royal Arms. I propose in the following pages to 
examine the myth of the Unicorn, the wild, white, 
fierce, chaste Moon, whose two horns, unlike those of 
mortal creatures, are indissolubly twisted into one ; 

1 Vide R. B. Jr., G. D . M. i. 834 et seq. j ii. 68-9. i A male G-riffin 
is distinguished by two straight horns rising from the forehead, and rays 
of gold which issue from various parts of the body ’ (Oussans, H. H. 98), 
the horned and radiate Sun (vide G. D. M. cap. IX. sec. iii. Taurokeros). 

8 Vide It. B. Jr., The Archaic Solar-Cult of Egypt , in the Theological 
Review , Oct. 1878, p. 626. 8 Oussans, H. H. 96. 

/ tT B 
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The Unicorn. 



the creature that endlessly fights with the Lion to 
gain the crown {Kopv^rj) or sum m it of heaven which 
neither may retain, and whose brilliant horn drives 
away the darkness and evil of the night, even as we 
find in the myth that ‘ venym is defended by the horn 
of an Vnicome.’ 1 As the Moon rules the sea and 
water, 2 so the horn of the Unicorn is said to purify 
the streams and pools, and we are told that other 
animals will not drink until this purification is made ; 
for the Unicorn ere he slakes his thirst, like the 
sinking Moon, dips his horn in water. As the Moon, 
Artemis-SelenS, is the ‘ queen and huntress, chaste and 
fair,’ so is ‘ the maiden Unicome ’ 8 ‘ in the Classical 
and Middle Ages the emblem of chastity.’ * * Their 
inviolable attachment to virginity, has occasioned 
them to become the guardian hieroglyphic of that 
virtue.’ 6 According to Upton, quoted by Dallaway, 
the Unicorn ‘ capitur cum arte mirabili. Puella virgo 
in sylva proponitur solaque relinquitur, qui adveniens 
depolita omni ferocitate casti corporis pudicitiam in 
virgine veneratur, caputque suum in sinu puellae 
imponit, sicque soperatus deprehenditur a venatoribus 
et occiditur, vel in regali palatio ad spectandum ex- 
hibetur.’ 

Dallaway conjectures that ‘ the tester or armour 
for horses’ heads in the centre of which a long spike 
was fixed, suggested the idea of a beast so defended 

1 The Boke of Saint Albans, xliii. 8 Vide sec. VIII. 

8 Spencer, An Elegie for Astrophell, 4 Fosbroke, E. A, ii. 1022. 

5 Dallaway, Inquiries into the Origin and Progress of the Science of 
Heraldry in England , 1793, p. 421. 
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by nature.’ With respect to this view it may suffice 
to remark that the Unicom is found on the archaic 
Cylinder-seals of Babylonia and Assyria, 1 as well as on 
the Horn of Ulf, 2 whereas ‘ the Chanfron with a spike 
projecting from it was adopted in 1467 ; probably 
this is the earliest date.’ 8 The Testiere is first men- 
tioned in the time of Edward I., and ‘ Chanfrons or 
Champfreins , pieces of steel or leather to cover the 
horse’s face,’ 4 came into vogue about the end of the 
thirteenth century. Chanfrous is an obsolete north- 
country term meaning very fierce. 6 

The Lion is the only animal that appears on the 
shields in The Roll of Arms known as the Roll of King 
Henry III. ; the Unicorn, however, although not 
found on any shield in The Roll of Karlaverok, is men- 
tioned by the herald who composed the MS. Siege de 
Karlaverok, now in the British Museum. He says : — 

Robert the lord of Clifford, 

To whom reason gives consolation 
To overcome his enemies, 

Every time he calls to memory 
The feme of his noble lineage. 

He calls Scotland to bear witness, 
That he begins well and nobly, 

As one who is of the race 
Of the noble Earl Marshall, 

Who beyond Constantinople 
Fought with the Unicorn 
And struck him dead beneath him/ 6 



1 Robert le seignour de Cliffort, 
A ki raisonB donne confort 
De ses enemis emcombrer, 
Toutes les foiz ki remembrer 
Ki puet de son noble lignage. 
Escoce pregn & teismoignage, 
Ke ben e noblement commence, 
Cum cil ki est de la semence 
Le Conte Mareschal le noble 
Ki par dela Constentinoble 
A Funicom se combati 
E desouz li mort le abati. 



1 Vide sec. III. 3 Vide Frontispiece. And sec. VI. 

3 Fosbroke, E. A . ii. 892. 4 Ibid. 878-9. 

Halliwell, Diet, of Archaic and Provincial Words, in voc. 
Wright, The Boll of Caerlaveroch , 11-12. 

B 2 
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The Gryphon, it may be observed, appears in the 
Eoll as a Charge : — 

* Symon de Montagu, Simon de Montagu, 

Ke avoit baniere e escu Who had a banner and shield 

De inde, au grifoun rampant de Blue, with a griffin rampant of fine 
or fin. gold .* 1 

Sir Harris Nicholas observes that ‘ the exploit 
which is said to have been performed by the Earl 
Marshall at Constantinople in slaying a unicorn, which 
probably referred to ' a tradition familiar at the time 
of some deed of one of the Marshall family in the 
Holy Land,’ is not * elsewhere commemorated.’ 2 

In opposition to the opinion that the Unicorn 
could be captured by means of the stratagem above 
mentioned, it was more generally held that, like the 
Gryphon, 8 ‘ the Unicorne is never taken alive ; and 
the reason being demanded, it is answered, that the 
greatnesse of his mind is such, that he choseth rather 
to die than to be taken alive.’ 4 The real reason why 
both Gryphon and Unicorn are safe from capture is 
sufficiently obvious. 

Cnut is said amongst other ‘ naval devices,’ to have 
‘ exhibited unicorns, centaurs, dragons, lions, dol- 
phins, and human figures. The swift unicorn, either 
Anglo-Saxon or Dane, was obliged to fly before the 
two Norman leopards [or perhaps “ lions ” 6 ]. Hence 

1 Wright, The Roll of Caerlaverock, 17. 

2 The Siege of Carkwerock , 186. 

8 ‘ The Griffon having attained his full growth, will never be taken 
alive 1 (Guillim, D. H. 259). 4 Ibid. 176. 

6 Vide Scott, Ijord of the Isles , vi. 35. Also Oussans, H. H. 79, upon 
the quaestio vexata whether the Shield of England originally bore Lions 
or Leopards. 
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the naturalization of the emblematical unicorn in 
Scotland, and its return into England under the 
Stuart dynasty.’ 1 

* The earliest extant example of the unicorn as a 
supporter in the royal arms of Scotland, appears to 
be that which occurs in the royal achievement carved 
above the gateway of Eothsay Castle. The Lyon 
king of arms, who examined it carefully last summer, 
told me that this carving appeared to him to be con- 
temporaneous with the part of the building in which 
it is inserted, which, considering the style of the 
architecture and various entries in the Exchequer 
Rolls relative to the building of Eothsay Castle, he 
was disposed to assign to the time of Robert II. or m. 
[1380-1400]. In 1486 or 1487 two gold coins were 
struck, value respectively 18s. and 9s., and called 
the unicorn and half-unicorn, from the circumstance 
that they bore on one side the figure of a unicorn 
sejant supporting the royal escutcheon. In the same 
reign — that of James III. — we first find unicorn pur- 
suivant.’ 2 

The following instances (amongst many) exhibit 
the Unicorn as a Charge : — 

The Arms of Sir John Rest, Lord Mayor of London 
in 1516, are Azure, on a Fess, between 3 Crosses 
Milroine, Or, a Unicorn couchant, Gules. This posi- 
tion of the Unicorn is very unusual. Mythologically, 
the bronze-red setting Moon. ■ 

1 Brunet, Regal Armorie of Great Britain , 219. 

2 T «tter from Thomas Dickson Esa. f dated July 1, 1880. 
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The Family of Harling bore Argent, a Unicom 
Sejant, Sable ; mythologically, the Moon in eclipse. 

The Family of Musterton bore Gules, a Unicom 
with dexter leg raised, i.e., tripping, Argent ; mytho- 
logically, ‘ the Moon walking in brightness.’ 1 

The Family of Farrington bore Sable, 3 Unicorns, 
Current, Argent, 1 & 1 & 1 ; mythologically, the wild 
white Moon of triple aspect, 2 flying through the dark 
clouds. 

The Family of Shelley bore Gules, 3 Unicorn's 
heads couped, by 2 & 1. 

The Tincture of the Unicom is generally Argent, 
i.e., the ordinary colour of the Moon, Leukothee, 
‘ the White-goddess,’ 8 the Semitic Lebh&n&, the Pale- 
shiner, as distinguished from the burning, golden 
Tammuz- Adonis, the Akkadian Dumuzi or ‘ Only-son ’ 
of the diurnal heaven.’ 4 ‘ The proper colour of the 
moon we in Heraldry take to be Argent, both for the 
weakness of the light, and also for the distinction 
betwixt the blazoning of it and the Sun ; and there- 
fore when we blazon by Planets, we name Gold Sol, 
and Silver Luna.' 6 

One or two Crests in which the Unicorn appears 
are of special interest inasmuch as most archaic ideas 
seem to have been unconsciously preserved in them. 
Thus 

The Crest of the Bickerstaff Family is the Sun 
with sable rays (i.e., the nocturnal sun), surmounted 

1 Job , xxxi. 26. 2 Vide sec. VI, 3 Vide sec. VIII. 

* Vide R. B. Jr., G. 2). M. i. 256. * Guifflm, V. H. 111. 
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by a Unicorn rampant, i.e., the nightly triumph of 
the Moon over the Sun. In a variant form of this 
device the Unicom is statant. 

The Crest of the Curteis Family is a Unicorn 
passant, between four trees ; mythologically, a most 
interesting allusion to the archaic myth of the Grove 
of the Underworld . 1 

The Heraldic Moon is either Increscent, i.e., the 
new moon with horns turned towards the dexter side 
of the shield ; in Complement, i.e., the full moon ; 
Decrescent, i.e., the waning moon with horns turned 
towards the sinister side of the shield ; or in Detri- 
ment, i.e., when eclipsed . 2 In this state it is em- 
blazoned Sable. The Face in the Orb 8 is shown at 
times. 

James I. introduced the (Scottish) Unicorn, argent, 
as the Sinister Supporter of the Eoyal Arms ; and 
Guillim describes the Arms of Charles I. as ‘ supported 
by a Lyon rampand, SOL : and an Unicom, LUNA .’ 4 

1 Vide sec. XII., subsec. 3. 2 Vide sec. V. 

3 Vide secs. V., VII. 

4 D. H. 440. The Throne is thus represented as firmly established as 
the course of nature. 
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SECTION n. 

OPINIONS RESPECTING THE TERRESTRIAL EXISTENCE OP 
THE UNICORN. 

As the Unicorn was not found in the flesh near home, 
and as its terrestrial existence was firmly believed in, 
it became necessary to locate the animal in some 
distant region. Perhaps the most celebrated of his 
supposed haunts is the English Version of the Old 
Testament, where the word ‘ unicorn,’ in deference to 
the MovoKepa<s of the LXX., the Unicornis of the 
Vulgate, has unfortunately been introduced in several 
passages. The animal really referred to is the Rem, 
the Assyrian Rimu or Wild Bull, respecting which 
the Rev. W. Houghton observes : — 

‘ The species of wild cattle hunted by the Assyrian 
monarchs is either the Bos primigenius or some closely 
allied species ; it is apparently identical with the 
gigantic urus, which Caesar and the Roman legions 
saw in the forests of Belgium and Germany.’ 1 

Thus we read ; — ‘ He hath as it were the towering 
horns (lit. eminences) of a wild bull.’ 2 

And again ; — ‘ Glorious is the firstling of his 

1 Gleanings from the Natural Hist, of the Ancients, 172-3. 

2 Numbers, xxiii. 22. 
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bullock, and his horns (i.e., two horns) are like the 
horns of a wild bull.’ 1 Here the LXX. absurdly 
read nepara povoKeparros rd Kepara axrrov, and our 
translators render the singular by the plural to pre- 
serve consistency. The other passages in the Old 
Testament where the Unicorn is mentioned are 
similar. 

The cuneiform ideograph for the Rem is or 
C^yV', each of which forms show the two projecting 
horns in front. Compare our letter A, originally the 
Phoenician and Moabite Stone i.e., the rude repre- 

sentation of a bull’s horns. 

So the form (i.e., doubled) is the plural, 
‘ cattle,’ which, when domesticated, appear i.e., 
in an enclosure T* T . 

Pliny observes that the Unicorn ‘ cannot be taken 
alive ; ’ 2 and Guillim remarks that ‘ some have made 
doubt whether there be any such beast as this or not. 
But the great esteem of his Horne (in many places to 
be seen) may take away that needlesse scruple.’® 
Horns, no doubt, can be seen in various places, and 
* the spiral tusk of the Narwhal was accustomed to 
be sold as the real horn of the unicorn ; and as an 
accredited part of that animal, forming [a supposed] 
direct proof of its existence, it used to fetch a very 
high price.’ 4 ‘ The heirs of the Chancellor to 

Christian Frisius of Denmark valued one at 8,000 

1 Deuteronomy , xxxiii. 17. 

2 Hist. Nat . viii. 21 ; vide sec. I. 3 D. H. 175. 

4 Rev. J. G. Wood, Illustrated Natural History , 85-6. 
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imperials. In an inventory of the sixteenth century, 
we have, ‘ Item, two unicorns’ bones, gamessyed 
with gold.’ ‘An unicorn horn at Somerset House, 
valued at 500/., occurs in the Inventory of the Plate 
of King Charles I.’ 1 ‘ When the whale fishery was 
established, the real owner of the horn was dis- 
covered, and the unicorn left still enveloped in mystery. 
The name Monodon [“ One-tooth ”] is not strictly 
correct, as the Narwhal possesses, two of these tusks, 
one on each side of its head.’ 2 These twisted ivory 
tusks made, excellent unicorns’ horns. 

The. next animal in this competition is the Oryx (a 
name used by Aristotle, who probably refers to the 
Indian Nylghau), supposed by some to be the Unicorn 
of the Old Testament, and having long straight horns, 
which when seen in profile exactly cover each other, 
and so give a unicornic appearance. * There is in 
the Museum at Bristol a stuffed antelope from Caf- 
fraria, presented in 1828. It is of the shape and size 
of a horse, with two straight taper horns, so nearly 
united, that in profile it shows only a single horn.’ 3 
The Oryx, however, is no Unicorn. 

Next, as to the Rhinoceros. Pausanias describes 
the African species, ‘Aithiopian Bulls, which they 
call “ Nose-horn ” ('Pivo/cepajs), because each has a 
horn at the end of its nose, and another small one 
above it ’ — the Rhinoceros ‘ gemino cornu ’ of Mar- 

1 Fosfcroke, E. A. i. 393. 

2 Rev. J. G. Wood, Illustrated Natural History, 86 . 

8 Brunet, Regal Artnorie of Great Britain, 218. 
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Question of its Existence. 

tial — ‘ but on its head there are no horns.’ 1 The 
Keitloa, a kind of black Rhinoceros, is two-homed ; 
as are the Muchocho and Kobaoba, the two white 
kinds. The Indian Rhinoceros, however, is one- 
homed ; but ‘ the so-called “ horn ” is not a true 
horn, being nothing but a process of the skin, and 
composed of a vast assemblage of hairs.’ 2 The 
* Indian Ass ’ of Aristotle, which he describes as 
having but one horn, is probably the one-homed 
Rhinoceros, the horn of which, like that supposed to 
belong to the Unicorn proper, has always been highly 
valued, and regarded as a detectant of poison. But 
no kind of Rhinoceros at all resembles the various 
representations of the Unicom, is an opponent of the 
Lion, or answers generally to the mythical character 
of the mysterious creature. 

AJdrovandus, amongst his other monsters and 
curiosities, speaks of a unicomic animal called the 
Camphurch, which apparently not being one of the 
fittest, has not survived. Apropos of the lusus 
naturae , it may be remembered that Plutarch men- 
tions how * a ram’s head with only one horn ’ was 
brought to Perikles from one of his farms, which 
occasioned a prophecy that he would attain to 
supreme power in the state. 3 Here we trench on the 
symbolical, and so are reminded of Daniel’s goat with 
‘ a notable horn between his eyes,’ 4 namely that 

1 Paue. IX., xxi. 2. 

2 Rev. J. G. Wood, Illustrated Natural History , 153- 

8 Perikles, vii. 4 Daniel, viii. 5. 
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Alexander, who, strange to say, adopting the horns 
of Ammon, reappears in the Kordn 1 as Dhoulkar- 
nain, ‘ the Two-horned.’ 

Having noticed the various actually existing 
animals that have been named in this connexion, it 
only remains to add that the Unicorn has been pru- 
dently relegated to those remote regions which are, 
or rather were, the special abodes of many wondrous 
creatures. Amongst these favoured localities was 
the great Hercynian Forest, in which, according to a 
report repeated by Caesar : — 

* Est bos [a vague term applied to any large and 
strange animal] cervi figura, cujus a media fronte 
inter aures unum cornu existit, excelsius majisque 
directum his, quae nobis nota sunt , cornibus.’ 2 

The vague description of Pliny , 8 seems to point to 
a kind of Rhinoceros. Cardan, following Pliny ‘ with 
advantages,’ describes the Unicorn as rare, with the 
hair of a weasel, the head of a deer, the body of a 
horse, thin legs and mane, and one horn three cubits 
in length* 

Garcias has preserved a very interesting incident, 
namely, that the Unicorn * was endowed with a 
wonderful horn, which it would sometimes turn to 
the left and right, at others raise, and then again 
depress .’ 6 The progress of the lunar horn, of course, 
here supplies the basis of the myth. 

1 Sura , xviii. 8 De Bello Qallico , vi. 26. 

8 Hist, Nat. viii. 21. 

4 Vide the Monoceros, Unicornu, Einhorn, etc., described in Jonston, 
Historia NaturaUs , 1657. 

5 Apud Penny Cyclopaedia , in voc. Unicorn . 
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Oppian, Aelian, and many others refer either to 
the Unicorn itself, or to unicornic creatures. 

Hesychios defines the Monokeros vaguely as BvjpCov 
fofStpov ; 1 Souidas prudently, as ‘an animal which 
has by nature one horn.’ 2 

1 In yoc. Monokeraios. 8 In voc. Monokerfo. 
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SECTION m. 

THE UNICORN IN ARCHAIC ART. 

A unicornic animal frequently appears in archaic art, 
but whilst asserting that all non-natural animal- 
figures or partly human figures when used iu a 
religious connexion are symbolical, I do not for a 
moment contend that all unicornic animal-figures 
represent the moon; but merely that the creature 
whose form is familiar to us in heraldry, a kind of 
horse-stag or antelope, is a lunar emblem. Thus on 
a Babylonian Cylinder 1 representing Bel encountering 
Tiamat, who, whatever else she may represent, is the 
Dragon of Chaos, the monster who rises on her hind 
legs, has a beak, crest, wings and a single horn ; and is 
altogether very similar to one of the Seven Wicked 
Spirits that make war against the Moon-god Sin, as 
the representative of kosmic order . 2 This latter 

1 Smith, C. A. 0. 109. 

3 For a comparison "between the Babylonian and Norse ideas on this 
subject, vide R. B. Jr., R. M. A., sec. xiv. The Seven Wicked Spirits of 
the Babylonian myth may be paralleled exactly with Seven Evil 
Personages of the Norse mythology, thus ; — 

Babylonian. Norse. 

Scorpion-of-rain. Midhgardhsormer (the World-encircling Serpent, pri- 
marily cast from heaven as rain). 

Thunderbolt. Angurbodha Q Messenger of fear ’). 



X 
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creature, a reduplication of the drakontic Tiaraat, 
rises similarly on its hind legs, and has a crest, 
wings, and single horn . 1 Tiamat herself is else- 
where represented as two-horned . 2 The horn has. 
various meanings in symbolism , 8 the majority of 
which are not of a lunar character. But the following 
examples of the Unicorn, its allies, and opponents, 
are, in my opinion, certainly more or less connected 
with lunar symbolism ; — 

I. On an Assyrian sardonyx Seal in the Louvre 
Museum , 4 is represented a crowned personage, behind 
whom is a serpent erect on its tail ; his right hand 
grasps a dagger, and his left the horn of a Unicorn- 
goat, standing on its hind legs with the fore legs bent 
and "head turned from him, the mouth touching the 
conventional Tree; above the animal, the crescent 
moon. The King (?) is about to slay the Unicom, 
beneath the fore legs of which is a lozenge. With 
this design must be considered ; — 

II. Another Babylonian Gem figured by Lajard , 6 
on which is shown the king in the same attitude, 



Babiloniak. Norse. 

Leopard. Fenrir (the nocturnal Wolf). 

Serpent. Nidhoggr (' Gnawing-serpent’). 

Watch-dog. Garmr (‘ Swallower/ the hell-hound). 

Tempest. Beli (‘ Roarer ’)-Loki (Fire). 

Evil-wind. Egdir (' Eagle.’ Aquila-aquilo). 

I am unable here to pursue this very interesting subject (vide Lenor- 
mant, Lm Origines, 620 ; Smith, C. A. G. f 99 et seq.). 

1 Smith, C. A. G. 101. 3 Ibid. 114. 

8 Vide R. B. Jr., G. D. M., cap. IX. sec. iii., Taurokeros. 

4 Vide Lajard, Quite de Mithra, pi. xlvii. 

• Apud Inman, Ancient Faiths , i. 166. 
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grasping by the head a crowned and apparently 
human-headed and winged goat, in the same attitude 
as the Unicorn-goat. Beneath the fore legs of the 
crowned goat is a representation, apparently the yoni, 
the equivalent of the lozenge ; and above the creature 
the crescent moon and behind it the conventional 
Tree, on the other side of which is a Goat in the same 
attitude as the crowned animal except that its head 
is regardant 1 towards the Tree, as in No. I. The 
goat’s two horns are close together so as to form but 
one, and beneath its fore legs is a figure composed of 
two crescent moons addorsed and fastened together. 
All the animals are salient. With both these designs 
let us consider ; — 

m. An Assyrian Cylinder 2 of great interest, said 
to portray * Merodach, or Bel, armed for the conflict 
with the Dragon ; ’ but which I prefer to call ‘ The 
Sun-god and the Moon-god arranging the preserva- 
tion of Kosmic Order.’ On each side of the repre- 
sentation is a palm-tree ; ‘in front of the one on the 
right hand Merodach (‘the Brilliance-of-the-Sun ’) 
stands fully armed, on a leopard-like animal , 8 and 

1 1 do not always use this term in its strictest sense, i.e., looking 
towards the sinister. 

8 C. A. G. 112. 

8 This animal may he one of the hunter-god’s i four divine dogs/ 
Ukkumu Despoiler ’), Akkulu Devourer ’), Iksuda (‘ Oapturer ’), and 
Utebu (' Oarijer-away ’). For the Sun-god to he dog-attended is no 
novelty. Vide the Vedic Yama (R. B. Jr., R. M. A., Appendix 0. 5). 
It is to he observed that this conventional position, standing on an 
animal, reappears further west, e.g., at Pterion, in Asia Minor (vide 
Waring, Ceramic Art in Remote Ages, pi. xxxix, fig. 16), where a figure said 
to be the goddess Anaitis, holding a crescent-topped staff and accom- 
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above his crowned head is the solar star, the key to 
the symbolism. Merodach’s right hand is raised as 
if in oath on a treaty, as is the right hand of a human 
figure in another long garment, in front of and ap- 
parently conversing with him. Behind this second 
figure are two Unicorn-goats, counter-salient, with 
heads regardant as in the last example. Above the 
Unicorns and the second figure, which I believe, 
represents the Moon-god, is a crescent moon, curiously 
divided into three parts , 1 by what seem to be handles. 
Beyond the Unicorns is a second Palm-tree. The 
unarmed Moon commissions the warrior Sun to go 
forth to the great contest. 

In all three instances we find the Unicorn, the 
Crescent-moon, and the Tree . 2 In the first two repre- 
sentations the Unicorn is being attacked and overcome 
by a personage whose crown and attire are very 
similar to those of Merodach. The type is evidently 
a familiar one; the Unicorn’s horn in each case 
almost touches the Tree, to which its head always 
turns. In No. II. the Man-goat strives with the Man ; 
the Goat, the reduplication of the former, does not : 
there is sometimes peace between the Unicorn and its 
assailant, and sometimes war. In No. HI. the Leopard, 
which, as it could be trained to hunt, was a fit type of 

panied by a salient unicornic animal, stands on tlio back of a leopard - 
like animal, and is followed by an attendant who stands on the back of 
a dog. Here, again, crescent and unicorn are seen in close connexion. 

1 As to the triple aspect of the moon, vide secs. VL, IX. 

2 For the connexion between the Unicorn and the Tree, vide sec. XII., 
subsec. 3. 

C 
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the Hunter-sun, is at peace with the Unicorns ; whilst 
Sun and Moon consult together against darkness and 
chaos. The remarkable position of the two Unicorns 
indicates, I think, the monthly cycling progress of the 
moon, ‘ there and back ’ (counter-salient). Reduplica- 
tion is a noted feature in symbolism ; and we have 
here (1) the Moon-god, (2) the crescent moon, (3) the 
young moon, and (4) the old moon. 

The next type to be noticed in this connexion 
consists of a divine personage between two other 
symbolical beings, whose hands or arms he grasps in 
a friendly manner ; — 

IV. Divine four-winged personage, with round cap 
on head, and long fringed robe reaching to the ankles, 
but leaving the right leg exposed as ready for action 
as in the case of Merodach. 1 His right hand grasps 
the wrist of an androkephalik winged animal rampant, 
with human hands but lion’s feet; his left hand 
grasps the right fore foot of a winged Unicorn, 
rampant, with hoofs. 2 

V. Variant phase. 3 A similar personage, but 
without wings, stands in the same attitude between 
two semi-human, Dagonic (semi-piscine) figures, one 
of which has a large eye, the other has apparently its 
cap drawn down over the eye. To the right is the 
winged circle (not solar), the familiar type of the head 
of the Assyrian Pantheon. 4 

1 No. m. 2 c. A. G. 35. 

8 Lftjard, Quite de Vinus, pi. xxii. fi$. 3. A carnelian cylinder. 

4 Vide Prof. Kawlinson, A.M. ii. 4. 
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VI. Third variant phase . 1 A similar personage 
between two androkephalik, winged, rampant animals. 
To the right the Moon-god in his crescent boat above 
the Sacred Tree . 2 The helmet of the creature next 
the Moon-god is horned. 

In this representation I think we have the 
Demiurge Bel, whose eldest son in the formal 
Pantheon is Sin, the Moon-god, making a covenant 
between the Sun and Moon for the preservation of 
kosmic order . 3 The second creature in No. VI. is a 
reduplication of the Moon-god, whose introduction in 
his crescent 4 gives the key to the symbolism, whilst 
preserving the secret of it. The Moon-god, as ‘ Lord 
of growth ,’ 5 is stationed immediately over the Tree 
of Life. Both Sun and Moon are sea divinities as 
in No. V . 6 If this interpretation be correct we have 
the lunar Unicorn (No. V.) as the equivalent of the 
lunar fish and the lunar androkephalik animal. 

1 A cylinder (ap. King, A. G. R. vol. ii. pi. ii. fig. 6). 

2 Vide sec. XII. subsec. 3. 3 Vide No. III. 

4 Vide a similar figure in Prof. Rawlinson’s A.M. ii. 16. 

5 The Akkadian Enzuna, the waxing-moon. Cf. Dcut. xxxiii. 14 : 
4 The precious things put forth by the moon.* 

6 Of. the solar voyager Kibirra-Izdubar, the golden Phoenician 

Chrysor, who * was the first man who fared in ships ; ’ Melqarth, the solar 
Tyrian hero, who sails to the farthest regions of the West (vide O. D. M. 
cap. XI. sec. i.) ; the Aryan Fish-sun ( Apolldn Delphinios), Frog-sun, etc. 
So ‘ when the sun had set Oannes used to retire again into the sea, and 
pass the night in the deep’ (Alexander Polyhistor, ap. Cary, Ancient 
Fragments, 66). The Zodiacal Capricorn, which appears portrayed 
much as at present on a uranographic Babylonian stone of the twelfth 
century b.c. now in the British Museum (vide Professor Rawlinson, A. M. 
ii. 674), originally represented the Fish-sun climbing goat-like up the 
eastern steep. ' 

c 2 ' 
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VII. On a Phoenician gem found at Cnidos 1 is 
represented the sun radiate, a large crescent moon, 
and between the two a small circle — perhaps the 
planet Venus, whilst below are two rude heads of a 
unicorn bull and cow . 2 

Vlil. A Unicom-bull stands near the Sacred 
Tree, on the other side of which is a priest with a 
knife . 8 

IX. The well-known bas-relief at Persepolis called 
‘ Lion devouring a Bull,’ is in reality * Lion attacking 
a Unicom.’ The latter animal, semi-rampant and 
regardant, and with only one large horn, is seized 
behind by the lion. On this group Professor Kawlin- 
son remarks ; — 

‘This is a representation of a lion seizing and 
devouring a bull; the latter animal is evidently 
powerless to offer any resistance to the fierce beast 
which has sprung upon him from behind . 4 In his agony 
the bull rears up his fore-parts, and turns his head 
feebly towards his assailant. .... This favourite 
group, which the Persian sculptors repeated without 
the slightest change from generation to generation .’ 6 The 
design was favourite because highly archaic and sym- 
bolical. No man has ever seen a lion attack a uni- 
corn, but the contest between sun and moon, between 
day and night, was watched from the first with the 
closest interest. Sun and moon may equally combine 

1 Lajard, Quite de VSnus, pi. iii. fig. 8. 3 Vide No. XXII. 2. 

8 Layard, ap. Inman, Ancient Faiths , vol. i. fig. 66. 

Vide sec. XII. subsec. 2. 5 A. M , iii. 389-40. 
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